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Aquacultores.pt is the Portuguese aquaculture producers association.

Founded in 2010 resulting from the merger of several national associations. 

Represents 90% of the national aquaculture production. 

Main interlocutor with all entities and government. 

The Association Board meets monthly to debate all matters related to the sector and internal 
affairs. 

Each year the Association holds two General Assemblies and two Aquaculture Seminars, with 
the aim of informing associates and aquaculture producers on several issues related to the 
sector.

The Association  meets regularly with the government and state entities.
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90% of the national aquaculture production 
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Source: EU Member States DCF data submission, 2022

• Production
• Sales
• Industry structure
• Employment
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Aquaculture in Portugal



2

Source: Economic Report on the EU Aquaculture 2023, with data provided by EU Member States, 2022

Aquaculture in Portugal – Main species in terms of weight and value
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Aquaculture in Portugal – Production evolution last years
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Source: EU Member States DCF data submission, 2022
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Aquaculture in Portugal – Clams and oysters production
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- High quality products.

- Excelent natural conditions.

- Production during the winter (Oct-Feb).

- Portugal is part of EU (simplify sales).

- R. decussatus sales almost 100% in Portugal. 
Agregate production to sale directly to foreign
markets.

- Increase production área.

- Clams and oyster offshore production.

- Healthy food valorization.

- Bioremediation value.

- Water quality declining and low monitorization.

- Precarity of licenses.

- Legislation instability.

- Tourism competition.

- Environmentalists increased pressure.

- No restrictions to give parks licenses to anyone.

- Reduced access to R. decussatus seed.

- Fragmented production with few
mechanisation.

- Intertidal parks mechanisation not allowed in 
several regions.

- Transport costs (EU western limit).
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Strengths and weaknesses of bivalve molluscs aquaculture  
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Aquaculture in Portugal – offshore mussels production
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- Class A water quality

- As long as we have an adequate management 
system, it makes it much easier to obtain MPB 
certification

- Availability of food much higher than inshore
spaces, such as those in Galicia, where the
production density is enormous

- T&C produced 460 tons of mussels in 2022, 
which represents a production density per m³ in 
the order of 0.03kg (460,000kg/14,400,000m³)! 

- The two previous advantages promote faster
growth and better meat content.

- Like fishing, and any activity that involves the 
use of professional vessels, it is necessary to 
have a safety crew. It is increasingly difficult to 
find people to embark, with the aggravating 
factor that aquaculture crew members are not 
treated as fishermen, and as such do not have 
the incentive to retire earlier, at 55 years old!

- Activity much more subject to weather
conditions, and therefore more conditioned;

- Depending on the location, it may be subject to 
predators, making it more difficult to control
them.
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Aquaculture in Portugal – offshore mussels production
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Aquaculture in Portugal – offshore clams production
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- Available space

- Stability of environmental factors versus 
ria/estuary/lagoon (temperature, salinity, etc.);

-- Low or non-existent concentration of pathogens
(Perkinsus);

- More difficult robberies (requires boat and
crane).

- Impossibility of working part of the time due to 
weather conditions;

- Much larger investments than in 
ria/estuary/lagoon;

- Lack of equipment and protocols (they have to 
be invented or adapted);

- Risk of collisions with maritime traffic:
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Aquaculture in Portugal – offshore clams production
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Who are we?

Cooperativa Formosa is a cooperative that is part of the 
aquaculture sector and operates in the geographical area 
delimited by the Ria Formosa Natural Park in Algarve, where 
we produce and harvest bivalve molluscs. 

Founded in 1998

220 partners

Part of Aquacultores.pt since the begining 

All Bivalve producers

(Clams/Oysters and mussels)
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Who are we?

Establisments (2021) – Bivalves production
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Where are we?
Ria Formosa
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Clams (Ruditapes decussatus)

Oysters (Magallana gigas)

What are the most representative species produced in Algarve?
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In 2021, bivalves production represented 50,9% 
of the total nacional aquiculture prodution.

2021 
Clams 3585 tons
Mussels 3044 Tons
Oysters 2293 Tons



aquacultores. pt – Associação Portuguesa de Aquacultores

2

- licensing/Dificult access to área

- Pollution/Classification of the production areas (Ecoli)

- Dredging and maintenance of Ria Formosa navegation channels

-    Diseases

- High bivalve mortality rates

- Exoctic species in the Natural Park 

-   Lack of land-based infrastructure for aquaculture 
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Bivalves molluscs aquaculture in new spaces
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- The synergy between wind farms and aquaculture would have a positive impact to mitigate 
potential less positive public and environmental impacts.

- Space sharing will lead to the optimization of operating costs (transport, maintenance, 
surveillance, training, financing). A substantial part of the costs are spent on these 
operations.

- Easier bureaucratic licensing processes, operating licenses, environmental impact studies, 
licenses and signs for the regulation of maritime traffic.

  - The integration of  Multi-Trophic Aquaculture seems to solve the problem of environmental     
sustainability. Energy production companies will  enrich their annual sustainability report.

- The growth rate of the bivalves  in an offshore environment is significantly better than in 
comparison with traditional production locations (inshore or nearshore, in the case of bivalves)
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